"A grief observed": the experience of HIV-related illness and death among women in a clinic-based sample in New Haven, Connecticut.
This study examined how women in a clinic-based sample in New Haven, Connecticut, (N = 168), have been affected by the AIDS epidemic. The aims of this study were to (a) document the proportion of women who knew individuals who were HIV positive, who were symptomatic with AIDS, or who had died from AIDS; (b) compare the demographics of women who knew someone infected with HIV with those of women who did not know anyone infected with HIV; and (c) examine prospectively the effects of the number of AIDS-related losses on women's mental health. Many women have been deeply affected by the AIDS epidemic: Nearly 3/4 of the women in this study knew at least 1 person who had died of AIDS. Women who experienced multiple AIDS-related losses over the course of the study were significantly more anxious than those who experienced no loss or 1 loss. Implications for clinical interventions are discussed.